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all its details it has come very close to being a po-
pular book. Sir Charles Lyall on Geology: Hux-
ley and Tyndall in popularising Biology and Physics;
La Place on Astronomy; Herbert Spencer on Socio-
logy ; Ruskin on Crystals, your own Bose on the
relation of organic and inorganic, all these are
amongst the historic writers on scientific subjects, who
present, through the toil of the specialist, something
that the whole world can understand. Perhaps all
but the very latest, however, will be gradually sup-
planted in the eyes and ears of generations not their
own, by articles *in encyclopaedias and by.thorough
education in the principles of the sciences themselves.
Yet remember, these books of science stand for
critical moments in the history of culture. They
utter that passion for common things which is also
expressed in the novels of George Eliot, in the'poetiy
of Wordsworth, in the utterances of Walt Whit~~
man, and which is, as I believe, potential to an
extraordinary degree in the Indian people. With
books that deal with pre-historic man, the realm of
science merges into the realm of humanity. Lubbock,
Tylor, Cloud, Spencer and a hundred others, furnish
us here with the conceptions we seek. They are
conceptions which are specially necessary to the
Indian consciousness. For no true history of India
can ever be written by a man who does not under-
stand something of the common conceptions 0f